Chapter XVIII

TEACHER-PUPIL AND TEACHER-COMMUNITY
RELATIONS

IN THE PRESENT chapter the discussion will be concerned first of all with
some of the important aspects of the personality of the teacher. Second,
we shall deal with the teachers' roles in the classroom and variations
in the pupils' reactions to these roles. From this we shall pass on to ex-
amine the traditional teachers' views regarding classroom conduct, es-
pecially contrasting their interpretation of what constitutes pupil mal-
adjustment with the views of mental-hygiene experts on the same topic.
And, finally, we shall close with a consideration of the interaction of
parents and teachers as seen against the background of community stand-
ards and expectancies.
THE PERSONALITY OF THE TEACHER
The teacher, especially at the level of the nursery school, kindergarten,
and elementary grades, is in large measure a mother surrogate. In our
society she takes over from the culture of the family and home the pat-
terns of authority, discipline, advice, love, and sympathy for the child.
And it must be noted in this connection that in our country the ma-
jority of elementary teachers are women. At the very time in our society
when the child is in the process of emancipating himself from the ma-
ternal hold on him, we provide him with an institution which precipi-
tates him at once into the care of another woman.1 This practice, of
course, reflects two of our somewhat contrasted cultural values; first, the
dominant place of women and especially the mother in the whole field of
child training, and, second, the low social status which we give to ele-
mentary teaching. (See below.) Just what this feminine role means for
the child's training no one really knows, but that it does have its effects
upon the growing self of the boy or girl no one can deny. The well-
1 Since such a large fraction of the teachers in the American elementary and secondary
schools are women, the common practice of referring to them in the feminine gender will
6e followed. Likewise, to avoid awkward phrasing the pronoun for child will be masculine,
though it is apparent that the problem of the woman teacher is somewhat different for
the girl than it is for the boy. But in either instance the child is kept more or less within a
social-cultural configuration which carries* on the maternal, feminine controls and influences.